The •lHM'iilfi of the subconiii.-lMiiri 
quasi- indepMmlonl wills of their own. In m/iny * 
elements of lltn subconscious mind possess «• measure 
of free will equal to that of the human ego. In Imt h 
cases, be II <*go or spirit, free will is possem.eri, 
but thin Hee will is often influenced by oltim 
port lorn, of the mind. In a very real and somewhat 
discoiM'tu I Inq sense spirits are as real as we are 
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Hnluq a landscape populated by quasi- 
1 ih 4^| i ii lent entities, the subconscious mind is often 
I lit* nllti of power struggles between spirits (unified 
„,.|l «|| rected and sometimes self-aware portions of 
th** nubconscious). While the ego goes about its 
bun I ness considering and manipulating the objective 
universe spirits go about their business attempting 
to manipulate and influence the subjective universe. 
Memories, thoughts, and ideas do battle and the 
losers are subdued, incorporated, transformed, or 
destroyed by the winners. Complex memetic structures 
take on a life of their own once inside the 
subconscious. They can grow and change in power and 
influence, subduing or being quelled by other forces 
within our minds. All of this occurs without our 

conscious knowledge. A simple memory absorbed in our 
childhood might grow to become a dominant force of 

our perm Illy, lt» form so Irrevocably altered 

through I I mi* .in In Ik* wholly unrecognizable in the 
present ctay. 

Subconscious Mind as the Portal to the Astral- 

Daemonic Planes 

The portal to the astral planes resides 

somewhere within the depths of the subconscious 
psyche. Occultists speak of many levels, or planes, 
of existence. The material plane is at the bottom of 
the spiritual planer hierarchy (though in most 
traditions there are lower planes than the material, 
such as Hades). In Gnostic and Hermetic traditions 
the material plane is the end result of a long 
spiritual filtering process. Physical objects are 
the solidified remains of once pure spiritual 
energy. The astral plane is the next plane of 
existence above the physical plane. The astral plane 
is the home of potential reality. Thoughts assume 

Manipulation of tit Root Social Malrlt A lie fabric of KealHv 


dreamlike form on the astral plane, some small 
portion of which eventually filter down to affect 

and form material reality, nt 

The astral plane is home to many vari< ^ ies 
entitv. including elementals, daemons, spirits, a 
thoiqSi fo™, "emetic .truetu.d • TJo,e 

denizen# of the e#tr.l pl.ne ere eble to ch. nQ.f ot. 

at will, effecting transformations in the dreamlike 

fabric of the astral plane by thought alone. 

Skilled magicians are able . to . fa , shl ° r n h j^fabric 
reality before it occurs by manipulating the f 

of the astral plane, thereby assuring the images 
created on the astral plane will filter down to 
materialize on the material plane. 

The line between the subconscious mind of 
individual and the astral plane U blurred 1. It may 
in fact be the case that most, or the entire mental 
framework of the subconscious mind resides with 

the astral plane. . __ 

Both esoteric philosophy and Jungian 

scientific research assort that the colled Ivo 

unconscious (that portion of our M..b«o..nclm.a men al 

structure which is inherited by all humann at birth, 

and which forms the foundation, or building bloc ■ , 

of the mind itself) of the human species rosides 

within the astral plane. Though Jungianswouldnot 

claim that the collective unconscious "^ed 

the astral plane, they would assert that it reside 

within the subconscious mind. If ^ttVra 1° p Une 

the proposition that the gateway to the astral p.an 

res ides P wi thin the human subconscious mind. ^ then the 
differences between scientific theory a 
philosophy become one of termino ogy 
conscious minds, human and animal, are connecte 
the subconscious level. 

so, in summary, access to the subconscious 
mind of any human being would allow ««5 t° tl» 
astral plane. Access to the astral plane would allow 
access to the collective in conscious. Access to the 
collective unconscious would allow access >. 

collected knowledge of the human race and its 

human ancestors. w . . Mruo , a 

Therefore, any system which ® etve 

mechanism for drawing blueprints of . 
subconscious psyche has the potential to unlock th 
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